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Abstract

The purposes of the protection of Thai massage wisdom were to 1) acknowledge characteristic
principle of rights and the pathway relating to protection of “Thai Massage Wisdom” 2) analyze
international agreement and Thai , Chinese, Indian, and Philippine laws relating to protection of TK
and massage wisdom, and 3) use analytical result as guideline in developing administration system
relating to TK and development of laws for protection of Thai traditional massage wisdom.

The research is a qualitative research by documentary research. The research’s information
are based on text, articles, thesis, internet and related documents on the protection of TK and
traditional massage in Thailand and foreign countries. Additional research’s information are gathered
though interview with massage professionals concerning their obstacles and needs.

The research found that the protection of TK has been presently discussed in a number of
international forums such as WIPO and WTO. In this regard, developing countries have to find the
appropriate legal mechanisms for the protection of their own TK. The existing intellectual property
right regimes or a sui generis system have been debated for the protection of TK but it is widely
recognized that the prevailing intellectual property right regime is not sufficient in order to protect TK.
Thailand, Republic of China, India and the Philippines have no specific laws (sui generis) or binding
international legal instruments for the protection of their TK. At present, Thailand has no specific law
for protecting TK. This thesis therefore, has certain suggestion as the followings: 1) to extend the
Geographical Indications Protection Act B.E. 2546 to protect “Thai Massage Wisdom”; 2) to propose
amendments to the Protection and Promotion of Traditional Thai Medicinal Intelligence Act, B.E. 2542
; 3)and to propose drafting specific law for the protection of Thai massage wisdom.

Keywords : Traditional knowledge, Wisdom, Sui Generis, Thai massage
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